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According to a 1989 survey by the official statistics agency (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia
e Estatistica- IBGE), the richest 10% of Brazilian households control 53.2% of national wealth,
compared to 46.6% in 1981. The poorest 10% held just 0.6% of the wealth, down from 0.9% in 1981.
According to the World Bank's 1990 report, Brazil has the most unequal income distribution in
the world. Sri Lanka is in the second-last place. The world's most equal income distribution is in
the Netherlands, according to a 1987 World Bank report, where the richest 10% control 21.5% of
the national wealth, and the poorest 20% have 8.3%. IBGE president Eduardo Guimaraes said the
growing inequality "doesn't mean everything is worse at the bottom of the pyramid." In 1989, 87%
of Brazilian homes had electricity, compared with 75% in 1981. Homes equipped with running
water rose from 60% to 73%, and those with trash collection increased from 49% to 63%. The survey
indicated that illiteracy fell from 24.9% of the population in 1981 to 20.1% last year. The number of
Brazilians over age six who can't read or write is 24.4 million. The average family size was 3.9 people
in 1989, down from 4.3 in 1981. The number of women in the labor force rose from 32.7% to 38.7%
during the decade. But they earn 47% less than men. The number of Brazilians with one year of
schooling or less fell from 23.1% in 1981 to 18.7% in 1989, while the total with eight years of schooling
or more rose from 18.3% to 24.3%. Seventy-four percent of Brazilians live in cities. Those with legally
registered jobs total 62.5 million people; half of them earn the equivalent of $120 a month or less.
(Basic data from AP, 11/14/90)
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